[Comparison of salicylazosulfapyridine bioavailability following oral and rectal administration in patients with ulcerative colitis].
Salicylazosulfapyridine--a drug commonly used in the ulcerative colitis--is effective following both oral and rectal administration. Pharmacokinetics of the drug given per rectum (in the form of suppositories) has not been investigated so far. The present study aims at comparing bioavailability of salicylazosulfapyridine following oral and rectal administration to patients with the ulcerative colitis and healthy volunteers. It was found, that following rectal administration the drug is not so readily absorbed as in oral dosage form. No sulfapyridine and 5-aminosalicylic acid have been detected in blood serum, when the drug was given in the form of rectal suppositories. Clinical stage of the disease did not affect absorption of both unchanged drug and its metabolites. Due to the fact, that the drug is active locally, rectal suppositories seem a therapeutical alternative in patients only with lesions localized in the rectum.